RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 18 September 2023

PRESENT:
Parish Councillors: Caunce, Dickinson, Mason, Rollinson, Yates
Borough Councillor: Barnsley
Residents:  Three
Apologies:  Councillors Cromie and Royle

41	WELCOME:  Councillor Caunce was welcomed to her first meeting.  
42	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  None.
43	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
	43.1	A proposal was received to place the Council Meeting Agenda and 				Minutes on ‘Your Ribchester’ to increase the standard publicity beyond the 			Parish Notice Board.  (AGREED).
	43.2	The current poor condition of the Bus Shelter opposite the Ribchester Arms was 		reported to the meeting.  Whether RVBC or LCC is responsible for the upkeep of 		bus shelters was unclear, so Cllr Barnsley AGREED to check and report back.
44	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:  The Minutes of the meeting of 17th July were 	confirmed and duly signed.  
45	MATTERS ARISING:  Cllr Barnsley confirmed that the replacement rubbish bins on the 	river bank near the school were the size and total allocation available. (MIN 15 refers).
	MIN 29:  The reported switch to an on-line banking arrangement had not yet progressed, 	despite being initiated in August (a supposed ‘quiet’ month financially).  (ACTION: Clerk 	to progress this as soon as practicable.
	(In respect of other Matters Arising, reference was made to the list of 	tasks/responsible persons which had been constructed at the July meeting) viz:
	45.1 Replacement of the unsafe benches in the Millennium Garden, in addition to the two 	on the riverbank (towards the rectory).  The question was asked as to whether all four 	needed to be replaced, but until figures could be considered for the replacements, this 	was carried forward for further information could be obtained.  
	When  projected costs were known decisions could be taken, including whether an 	application for support could be made to the Church Street Fund.  
	Further information to be obtained from the Playing Field Trust, in the first 	instance, as 	new benches/tables have recently been purchased for the Rec.
46	PLANNING APPLICATONS:  The swift response from Councillors for comments on the 	Higher Beck Farm planning application meant that the letter of objection appeared very 	quickly on the RVBC Planning Application site on-line.  The subsequent discussion led 	to requests for further information (or possible training) for Parish Councillors to fully 	understand on what grounds planning applications should be decided.  
	The current statement made that they should be ‘made only on planning grounds’ was not 	thought to be helpful (particularly to newer Councillors) in the absence of any detail. 
	 (ACTION:  Clerk to request further details or sources of information from RVBC 	Planning Department).
47	FINANCIAL MATTERS:
	47.1	The up-to-date Cash Book summary was presented for consideration, having 		been updated during the summer ‘recess’. 
	47.2	It was RESOLVED to make the following payments:
	D S Groves – Clerk’s Salary (two payments) for mid-July to mid-August and mid-August 	to mid-September.					£428.40 X 2
	HMRC (PAYE) – Payments for Months 4 & 5		£107.00 X 2
	SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre.  Room Hire		£30.00
	(It was noted that two payments had been necessary because of the absence of a Meeting 	in August).
	47.3	It was reported that a £100 penalty imposed by HMRC (for incorrect payment of 	PAYE) had successfully been appealed against, and withdrawn, following an approach 	from the Clerk in respect of always having followed the same procedure since 2018 and 	had never incurred a penalty for wrongful submission.  
48	REPORT FROM PARISH COUNCIL LIAISON COMMITTEE
	Councillor Mason had forwarded a report on the PCLC meeting prior to the meeting.  The 	key features were noted, viz:  the new Policing Model, a report that Clitheroe Police 	station will now open in the mornings, that Ribble Valley will have a new Health and 	Well-being team, also that there was encouraging news about the amount of money being 	made available for community-based projects etc through the Prosperity Fund.  	Nationally changes to the Election Act will mean that, in future, applications for a postal 	vote will have to be made through the Portal.
49	It was noted that a forthcoming Conference for Lancashire Town and Parish Councils 	will be held on 4 November.  Two places were being made available for Parish 	Councillors (and further places on-line, where required).
50	VILLAGE MATTERS
	50.1	A recent meeting had taken place at SS Peter & Pauls between the Parish 	Centre Management Team and Sarah Wells (RVBC) about possible funding for 	improvements at the Parish Centre, particularly in respect of the heating system. 	Information was available from sources which would support church-owned properties 	(SS Peter and Paul’s owned by Catholic Diocese of Salford).  Further information to be 	passed to the Clerk for dissemination.
	50.2	Camping on the Riverside.  It was reported that  over the weekend a four-man 	size tent had been erected on the riverside.  Some concern had been expressed about 	this, however, the tent had been taken down by the next morning.  
	The question which was raised was what (if any) role the Parish Council may have in 	seeking the removal of any other campers in the future.  There was no solution offered at 	the meeting.
	50.3	Continuing Absence of Lengthsman.  The absence of the Lengthsman on 	compassionate leave continues but his services were being much missed in the village.  	One attempt at recruiting to the temporary position had not been successful.  It was 	AGREED that another attempt should be made, given that the village is in dire need of 	some attention and tidying.  This announcement should also be made via ‘Your 	Ribchester’ facebook page.

	There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.05pm





	Signed………………………………………………………………………

	Date…………………………………………………………………………..
	
	
	



